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The Role of Social Media in Creating Political Reforms 

Social media has dramatically influenced political participation and change-making in the 

21st Century. Some social media platforms, X, Facebook, and Instagram, have enhanced 

citizenship, opened other opportunities for political involvement, and brought convergence for 

cultural oddity opinions. These social media platforms have been central in coordinating the 

protests, information sharing, and motivating factors for various demonstrations, which have 

brought about significant political changes worldwide. 

A significant way social media can bring about political reform is through effective 

communication, specifically the fast and wide spread of information. In contrast to regular 

media, where the information may take days to disseminate and would usually have to pass 

through the various channels’ censorships, social media provides a platform where the 

information gets out there quickly and in its raw form. Social media can rally people to take 

action at a rate never seen before. For instance, the popular uprisings of the 2010–2011 Arab 

Spring illustrated the use of social media in political activism. Facebook and X became a tool for 

protesters in Tunisia, Egypt, and other nations to call for demonstrations to support specific 

causes and share real-time experiences (Gilardi et al., 2022). The impact of these networking 

sites in these uprisings was so profound that the uprisings came to be commonly called the 

Facebook Revolution (Gilardi et al., 2022). A look at the general political scene also means that 

social media has made the internet and social media underpin many political processes and 

opinions (Zhuravskaya & Enikolopov, 2020). 

Furthermore, social networking has brought a new dimension to political participation 

since it provides a venue for commoners to air their views, which might not otherwise get 

published in mainstream media. Some of the socially sensitive issues that have been brought to 
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the public by such groups as people of color, women, the queer community, and others would 

otherwise go unnoticed if not for the social media platforms. The success of the #MeToo 

movement is the best example of the possibilities of using social media to raise voices and bring 

about systemic change. The hashtag enabled people, especially sexual abuse survivors, to narrate 

their experiences and thus sparked a global conversation that brought about a change in policies 

and the removal of several influential men who had engaged in sexual harassment and assault. 

Moreover, the influence of social media in formulating political agendas and participation in 

public policy decisions has steadily grown (Gilardi et al., 2022). 

Besides advocacy, social media has also proven instrumental in the planning and 

implementing of political activities and countrywide campaigns. For instance, politicians and 

activists on social media can address their constituents, convene supporters, and fundraise. It 

could be said that the social media usage by former US President Barack Obama in his 2008 and 

2012 campaigns is a good example. The former president’s campaign effectively utilized social 

media to spread the message, mobilize youths, and create awareness among volunteers. This new 

feature proved helpful in his electioneering campaigns. It was conclusive evidence that social 

media is an efficient instrument for change. Still, it is worth acknowledging that social media 

does not just play a positive role in shaping political preferences and promoting their actors; it 

potentiates echo chambers and spreads hate (Kubin & Von Sikorski, 2021). 

Nevertheless, it is pertinent to note that social media usage in the political reform process 

has challenges. Social media helps people participate in democracy, but at the same time, it can 

be a tool for spreading demagogy and inciting hate. We should be wary of the presence of fake 

news and the twisting of social media platforms’ algorithms. This represents a threat to an 

informed political discourse and the very concept of democracy. However, it is worth 
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emphasizing that, in general, the influence of social media in the direction of political reforms is 

still significant. 

Thus, social media has emerged as an all-important tool in the fight for political change. 

Through the spread of information, empowering previously unheard groups, and logistical 

support for political demonstrations, these sites have changed how individuals experience the 

political sphere. Concerning the relative merits of social media as a tool in achieving and 

maintaining political reforms, it can be said that it is a force that cannot be dismissed and will 

only grow with the help of technological improvements. 

  



5 

References 

Gilardi, F., Gessler, T., Kubli, M., & Müller, S. (2022). Social media and political agenda 

setting. Political Communication, 39(1), 39-60. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10584609.2021.1910390 

Kubin, E., & Von Sikorski, C. (2021). The role of (social) media in political polarization: A 

systematic review. Annals of the International Communication Association, 45(3), 188-

206. https://doi.org/10.1080/23808985.2021.1976070 

Zhuravskaya, E., Petrova, M., & Enikolopov, R. (2020). Political effects of the internet and 

social media. Annual Review of Economics, 12(1), 415-438. 

https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-economics-081919-050239 

 

 

 

 

 

Look No Further Than My Paper Writers for an A-Grade Term 

Paper. 

 

 
Order Now 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10584609.2021.1910390
https://doi.org/10.1080/23808985.2021.1976070
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-economics-081919-050239
https://mypaperwriters.net/order
https://mypaperwriters.net/order
https://mypaperwriters.net/order
https://mypaperwriters.net/order

	The Role of Social Media in Creating Political Reforms
	The Role of Social Media in Creating Political Reforms (1)

